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Fel lowship Session Eight: Sharing in the Work of God by Participating in Ministry. 
OBJECTIVE: To show how fellowship encompasses participating in the work of God. 

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS: 

 Why don’t people get more involved?  

 How can their involvement enhance the ministry as a whole?  

 How can individual servitude impact the local church and draw unbelievers to Christ? 

 Do you know what your gifts and talents are? 

 Do you know how you can use your gifts and talents for the Kingdom of God? 

INTRODUCTION: 

Studies have shown that most churches are consistently plagued by the same problem: Ten percent of the people are doing 

90% of the work. The Greek word for fellowship is kŏinōnia, pronounced koy-nohn-ee´-ah. According to Strong’s Greek 

#2842, it is from partnership and it literally means participation or social intercourse. Examples of kŏinōnia can be found in the 
following scriptures: 2 Corinthians 8:23 (partner); Philippians 1:5 (fellowship); and Hebrews 10:33 (companion). As 
believers, all of us are called to participate in the work of the kingdom. Our participation in the work of the Lord results in 
biblical fellowship. Working in ministry will provide you the opportunity to meet and genuinely connect with other believers. 
Whether or not we are seeking to develop relationships with other believers, we need to get involved in ministry! Ministry 
(AKA, the work of the Lord) bonds believers together in fellowship and mission. As we look to fellowship within a local 
congregation, it is important that we are familiar with the congregation and its offerings. Familiarize yourself with Bethany and 
find out what kinds of ministries the church offers or is looking to offer. 

What Is the Work? 

It is different from the life of ease and the American Dream that we have all been taught to desire. It will take some serious 
rearranging of priorities to participate. “Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 
Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:28-29, KJV). 
What does it mean to believe on Jesus in this sense? It means to believe in all that He represents: in His mission and work, in 
His authority and power, in His person and personal sacrifice. When you believe in something or someone that has life or 
death consequences, it changes the way you live. Somehow, our souls and the souls of others are affected eternally by the 
strength of our conviction in what we believe concerning Jesus. Our belief must move us to action as it did Abraham. 

All believers are connected to Jesus Christ and are joined together to complete the work of Christ. Jesus calls all of us to be in 
fellowship with Himself in the same way that He called the first disciples to be in fellowship with Himself. It was their focus to 
learn and teach the way of love and eternal life, which is the Way of God. They were concerned with getting the word out 
about the kingdom of God, and meeting the needs of the poor and infirmed among them. It is a radical call to live a life that 
points to the hope we have in Christ. It is the kind of life we would not live, and in fact could not live without Him. The 
commission is still the same—to seek and save those who are lost! There is also the requirement for us all to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have both a collective and an individual responsibility participate.  

Believing in The Great Commander should be enough to motivate us to action, but consider also that Jesus called each and 
every one of us to a purpose. The Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20 is given to all believers in Christ. Jesus expects all 
of us to spread the Gospel as we go (to the store, Laundromat, bowling, etc.) by word and deed. In addition, we have The 
Great Commandment to love (action verb) God with all that we are and all that we have, and our neighbor as ourselves. There 
are many ways to participate collectively through the organized work of the church that we call ministries. 
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How do we do it? 

God does not need any of us. In fact, God does not anyone or anything. He is the self-existent God. It is a great privilege to be 
selected by God to work for God. It is an unimaginable opportunity to work with God in His awesome plan of salvation. We 
need to approach ministry with a deep rooted appreciation for the enormous grace of God shown to us and in us. God allows 
us to experience His salvation and presence in a special way right now by grace through faith, and to store up treasures in 
heaven for later by works. That is not to say that God owes us anything. It is more of His grace on top of His grace, but it also 
comes through faith. It takes faith the abandon life as we know it to appropriate the promises of God, believing that a life of 
ministry holds something for us beyond the borders of this life. 

“And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 
Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to 
thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, 
that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth” (Revelation 22:16-
18).  

“Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth 
not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” 
(Luke 12:33-34).  

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be” 
(Revelation 22:12). 

It is important for us to do our best. Colossians 3:17 reminds us: “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” This sets some boundaries for us as we cannot do sin in the 
name of Jesus. It also establishes than an attitude of gratitude should be present in us. The Apostle Paul gives us further 
instructions in Philippians 2:14-16: “Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.” 
No grumbling or arguing; but be blameless and innocent. That is the goal, even as we work with people who are very different 
from us. 

Ministry can take on several forms, and here in the Body of Christ at Bethany, there are several ministries in which we can 
serve God’s people and God’s purpose. It is generally best to serve where we have a “burden” or passion for a particular thing 
or type of person. Some examples of ministry at Bethany are: the Transportation Ministry, the Ushers Ministry, Women’s 
Ministry, Men’s Ministry, Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Music Ministry, Audio/Visual Ministry, the Lay Organization, 
Stewards, and Trustees. There are more ministries available and many opportunities to serve depending on your heart’s desire 
and spiritual gifts. We are also open to starting new ministries. 

You may feel that you are not sure where you fit in, or exactly what your passion is. That’s ok! Most of us have been there. If 
that is the case, it would be prudent to visit some particular ministry meetings or events to see exactly what service they 
perform and to meet the people in that particular ministry. The most important thing is to get involved! Once involved God 
will show you if that is where your gifts are best used for the up building of His kingdom at Bethany. 

Joining a ministry at Bethany also allows you to make life-long friends and to fellowship and share in the unity of the Body. 
Becoming an active part in the ministry plays a vital role in allowing each person to feel a special bond with the church and 
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other believers, and it helps you stay “connected” to the life and workings of the church. We serve God by serving others and 
as we become active in serving there is a part of us that is fulfilled as we obey God and be a blessing to someone else. 

When serving in ministry, we seek to serve in love and humility as the example set forth by Christ Himself. We serve not to 
be seen and gain our reward here on earth, but to be a blessing to the Body of Christ and those outside the church, to edify the 
Body of Christ and bring glory to God’s name. The love that Christ has shown toward us is exhibited in our service to others 
and love for others. We should always seek opportunities to serve in ministry without conditions or partiality, seeking the 
highest good of others, looking to fulfill a need so that the Body works more perfectly in harmony. 

Active ministry is a part of fellowship within the local church. It allows you to build connections with other 
believers. 

Romans 12:3-8 says “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of 
you. For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 
so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if 
it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then 
give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. How does this scripture describe believers in Christ? What does this scripture say is the 
purpose of the members? 

 According to 1 Corinthians 12:28, what are the gifts of the Spirit? 

 Read Matthew 4:18-19. Why did Jesus call Peter and Andrew into fellowship with Himself? What did Jesus promise 
them? 

 How can you apply Matthew 4:18-19 to your life? Why has Jesus called you into fellowship with Himself? 

 Read Matthew 28:18-20. What is the Great Commission of this passage? What does Jesus promise in verse 20 if we 
participate in this ministry? 

 According to Matthew 25:35-36, what are some of the practical ways that we can participate in the work of God? 

 How does a person join a ministry at Bethany A. M. E. Church? 

 Sign the Class Attendance Sheet for each session or class. 

Fellowship Session Eight Quiz 
 

This quiz evaluates students’ understanding of “Sharing in the Work of God by Participating in Ministry”. 
Students are given 5 minutes to complete this quiz. 

Please answer the questions and complete the sentences below based on your reading for this 
session: 

1. A common problem experienced by most churches is __. 
a. They are not open during the week 
b. There are not enough working people 
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c. It is not properly cleaned 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

2. The Greek word for fellowship is kŏinōnia. The general idea is __. 
a. One of working together 
b. Social intercourse 
c. Partnership in ministry 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

3. “Ministry” is also known as __. 
a. The work of the law that gets us to heaven 
b. The work of the people 
c. The work of the Lord 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

4. What is the work of ministry? __ 
a. Believing in The Great Commander 
b. Living The Great Commission 
c. Fulfilling The Great Commandment 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

5. How should we approach ministry? __ 
a. As an unimaginable opportunity 
b. With deep rooted appreciation 
c. As storing up treasures in heaven 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

6. How are we to serve? __ 
a. With love and humility 
b. With pride and dignity 
c. With conditions and partiality 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

  


