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Fel lowship Session Four: Developing Relationships with Other Christians. 
OBJECTIVE: To clearly explain why it is important to develop relationships with other believers within the local church. 

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS: 

 Do you understand what it means to live a lifestyle of holiness? 

 Out of this lifestyle are you demonstrating the attitude of a true worshipper? 

INTRODUCTION: 

Too many Christians wrongly believe they can have a strong and pleasing relationship and fellowship with God without being 
involved with other believers. We incorrectly believe that our life of holiness (avoiding sin) and paying our tithes entitles us to 
an elite status where we do not have to be bothered with others. The flaw in this kind of thinking is that the Bible, our 
standard bearer and God’s authoritative voice on earth, teaches quite the opposite and for good reason (of course). First John 
1:1-4 says this from the Amplified Bible:  

[WE ARE writing] about the Word of Life [in] Him Who existed from the beginning, Whom we have heard, Whom 

we have seen with our [own] eyes, Whom we have gazed upon [for ourselves] and have touched with our [own] 
hands. 2 And the Life [an aspect of His being] was revealed (made manifest, demonstrated), and we saw [as 
eyewitnesses] and are testifying to and declare to you the Life, the eternal Life [in Him] Who already existed with the 
Father and Who [actually] was made visible (was revealed) to us [His followers]. 3 What we have seen and [ourselves] 
heard, we are also telling you, so that you too may realize and enjoy fellowship as partners and partakers with us. And 
[this] fellowship that we have [which is a distinguishing mark of Christians] is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ (the Messiah). 4 And we are now writing these things to you so that our joy [in seeing you included] may be 
full [and your joy may be complete]. 2 

Good Reasons for Fellowship. 

We need fellowship. Chuck Swindoll tells in one of his books about a marine buddy of his who had recently become a 
Christian. When Swindoll saw him later, he asked him how he was getting along in the church. He said it was okay but that 
there was something missing. Then he went on to explain: 

"The only thing I miss is that old fellowship all the guys in our outfit used to have down at the slop shoot... we'd sit 
around, laugh, tell stories, drink a few beers, and really let our hair down. It was great! 

But now I ain't got nobody to tell my troubles to, to admit my faults to. I can't find anybody in church who will put 
their arms around me and tell me I'm still okay. Man, it's kinda lonely in there!" 

Many people feel that way about the church. They never really experience the community that church is supposed to provide. 
Sometimes, it is their fault. They put up barriers that keep them from really getting connected (shame, guilt, paranoia, being 
abrasive and anti-social) or they live on the wrong side of Psalm 1:1. But sometimes it is our fault. We do not do the things we 
are supposed to do as the church. If transportation is a problem, how can we help? Even if we think a person is living on the 
wrong side of Psalm 1:1 (the farthest extreme), have we tried to show them the error of their ways and bring them back to 
holiness and godly living? Read the words of James 5:19-20: “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert 
him; Let him know, that he which converts the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins.” 

                                                            
2 The Amplified Bible. (1987). (1 Jn 1:1–4). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 
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Take a look at what Paul says about it in this text from Galatians chapter 6 (NLT). 

Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly 
help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. 2 Share each 
other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ. 3 If you think you are too important to help someone, you are 
only fooling yourself. You are not that important.  

4 Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job well done, and you won’t need 
to compare yourself to anyone else. 5 For we are each responsible for our own conduct.  

6 Those who are taught the word of God should provide for their teachers, sharing all good things with them.  

7 Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant. 8 Those who live 
only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to 
please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit. 9 So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the 
right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. 10 Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we 
should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith. 

Fellowship is a distinguishing mark of Christianity. Jesus said that people would recognize His disciples by the love they have 
one to another (John 13 is about fellowship). Besides comforting and encouraging one another, however, we are told to let 
our light shine so that others might see our good work and glorify the Father in heaven. It is a collective light, just as 1 Peter 
2:9 tells us that we (collectively) are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that we should 
show forth the praises of Him who hath called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.  

Fellowship is part of the job description for believers of The Way. As 1 Peter 2:10–12 goes on to tell us that we “in time past 
were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 11 Dearly 
beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 12 Having your 
conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, 
which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.” We live in a world that celebrates individualism. However, God 
has not called us to be islands unto ourselves. He created us to be in fellowship with Him first and each other second. 

Why you must fellowship. 

The point of all this is that we are designed to do these things, not just as individuals but together. Jesus said that the harvest is 
plenteous but the laborers are few. This implies a collective work toward the same cause. There is much work to do in the 
kingdom of God, some of which can only be accomplished via of a collective effort. We are called to be the laborers that 
would plant and water and reap even as God gives the increase. Together we are on a mission to win the world to Christ. The 
world in this sense is not some nebulous thing that cannot be defined. It is every person we meet. It is every governing system 
we encounter. The thought of a Christian spectator is an oxymoron. Believers are animated and activated by the Spirit to 
develop and execute strategies for accomplishing our mission as we work together with God and each other. This is what we 
lay down our life to do. This is the cross we pick up every day. This is how we follow Jesus, and this is all intentional for the 
mature Christian. 

Seek Relationships with Those Who Are Doing the Will of the Father. 

The devil wants to keep us in a “rights” mentality, bending the focus of everything toward our benefit. It is sad that we see 
nonparticipation as being to our benefit. It gives us time to rest or watch TV or do something else that promises instant 
gratification. God wants us to see the blessedness and great privilege of participation. He tells us not to get weary in well doing 
(Galatians 6:9); to be steadfast and unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58). God’s 
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promise is that He is not unrighteous to forget your labor of love, that your labor is not in vain in the Lord, that you will reap 
in due season if you don’t give up. The writer of Hebrews said this in chapter 6 verses 9-12 (KJV): 

9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. 
10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that 
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence 
to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises. 

Don’t wait for fellowship to find you in your “rights” mentality: in just the right way, in just the right place, in just the right 
mood and at just the right time. It really should not take all of that for someone who believes that Jesus is The Way, The 
Truth, and The Life. A “rights” mentality is a trick of the devil designed to deny you the blessedness of our fellowship and to 
deny us the benefit of your contributions. You need to take the initiative. Don’t wait until you feel like it, or until 
something peaks your interest. That is a selfish approach to fellowship and your motives are compromised even before you get 
started. Jump in where you can when you can and be committed for the long haul. 

Philippians 2:1-4 says, “If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any bowels and mercies, Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 
themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”  

The Bottom Line. 

You can start meaningful and intentional fellowship with other believers by recognizing the vision of Bethany and taking an 
active part. Every little bit helps. Over time, you can also become more efficient by recognizing your spiritual gifts and natural 
abilities and by knowing the needs of your church. Then help first where you can apply your gifts and talents, and secondarily 
wherever you can. As you work with others, your gifts and abilities will surface and you’ll find places you might best function 
in your church. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 Sign the Class Attendance Sheet for each session or class or turn in your completed quiz for each session. 

 Developing relationships with other Christians within the local church is an output of maintaining inner fellowship 
with God. It is important that we make a concerted effort to connect with other believers. We are not called to be 
islands unto ourselves. This requires that we continually testify to the goodness of the Lord and what He is doing in us 
and through us. 

 Consider how you are participating at Bethany today. With whom are you fellowshipping today? Explain. How is 
Jesus Christ the center and the focal point of that fellowship? Explain. How can you expand your fellowship? 
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Fel lowship Session Four Quiz 
 

This quiz evaluates students’ understanding of “Developing Relationships with Other Christians”. Students 
are given 5 minutes to complete this quiz. 

Please answer the questions and complete the sentences below based on your reading for this 
session: 

1. Fellowship with other believers is optional. __ 
a. True 
b. False 

2. Our fellowship with each other and with God through Jesus Christ is __. 
a. A distinguishing mark of Christians 
b. A luxury that we can do without 
c. A thin line between love and hate 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

3. Believers are animated and activated by the Spirit for what reason(s)? __ 
a. To work together with God and each other 
b. To develop and execute strategies 
c. To accomplish our mission 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

4. What is wrong with a “rights” mentality? __ 
a. Conditions have to be right (but may never be) before you will participate 
b. It puts your interests before the commands and desires of God 
c. It is a trick of the devil 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

5. What should you do regarding your participation? __ 
a. Wait until you feel like it 
b. Wait until something interests you 
c. Take the initiative 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

  


