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OBJECTIVE: To identify the call of God. 

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS: 

• Have you completed Sessions One through Eight? 

• Have you established a devotional and prayer time with God? 

• Have you established personal Bible study time? 

INTRODUCTION: 

The subject of the call of God will receive more treatment in the later modules of this training; however, we will use 
this session to introduce the topic here. After being established as a child of the Great King, a member of the family of 
God and a member of Bethany A. M. E. Church, God will no doubt want to give you certain responsibilities as He 
does all of His children. There are a great number of resources that offer insights and advice about the call of God. It 
is important that you seek God for instructions and confirmation. The call of God is mysterious and can be difficult to 
understand and explain. Knowing when God is calling you to deeper levels of responsibility and assignment becomes 
easier the more time one spends in fellowship with God through the practice of spiritual disciplines.  

Too many people look to bypass the plain and less interesting ministries of the kingdom, simple things that God tells 
us to do in His Word, trying to get to something perceived to be better or more or bigger. Check your motives. 
God has some pretty solid principles for entrusting humans with responsibility and ministry. The first one is a general 
principle that says He resists the proud and gives grace to the humble (1 Peter 5:5). Another one is that He allows us 
to prove ourselves in small ways before graduating us to bigger things as we show ourselves faithful (Luke 16:10-13). 
All of us have a call to service and ministry (not necessarily the ordained ministry). The challenge is finding out where 
we are supposed to be and going through what we need to in order to get there. We don’t want to end up in the 
wrong place just because the road was easier. 

The Inward. 

Instead of looking for God to speak to you as He spoke to prophets of old, we need to look more to the examples set 
for us by Jesus and the leading of the Holy Ghost. Take a good look at Hebrews 1:1-4, 3;7-8, and John 14:26. Any 
information or message you believe you have received from God must be validated by the Word and the Spirit of 
God. We perceive messages all the time from our pastors, through dreams and déjà vu, from well known spiritual 
personalities (or from a piece of under-done potato as Ebenezer Scrooge once said), but 1 John 4 instructs us to test 
the spirits to ensure they agree with the overall message of Gospel.  

The inward call will begin in its earliest stages as a strong desire to do what is right according to the Word of God. 
While God can and often will give us what we need for ministry, if we do not have a desire to do what is right then 
what is it we’re expecting to do in ministry? Ministry involves doing what is right. With its call comes a call for 
integrity to be responsible in ministry. Your search for truth, accompanied by personal obedience to the truth 
revealed will allow God to guide you in ways that will make others take note. Motivated by your desire to please God 
and your acquired knowledge of God’s will, you will find several starting places for ministry.  

Above the basic level of obedience and general godliness there are several other factors that contribute to your divine 
assignment.  There is something more about the inward call that is a bit of a mystery, but it will not betray the 
principles discussed. It is a stronger unction, a more focused leading, a supernatural beckoning; a powerful but calm 
and persistent calling into a particular area that you know you are not prepared to handle. In fact, it is often an area 
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you cannot handle without the supernatural assistance of the one true God. Just as it is easier to steer a car when it is 
moving, so it will be easier for you to be directed by God as you are already responding to God on the basic level. 

The inward call to any ministry, even in a supporting role, comes with a call to increased commitment. It is a 
commitment to be available and at your best for God—specifically for the work God is calling you to do. Whatever 
the work, God calls us to operate in a spirit of excellence and integrity. Many people say they have run away from the 
call of God instead of running into ministry. God calls individuals to preach, teach, heal, exhort, lead, administer, and 
various other spiritual journeys that you can undertake with God’s direction. The call of God can be intimidating, but 
Jesus promises to never leave us or forsake us. As you consider the call of God upon your life, remember the 

encouragement of Hebrews 6:10: For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which you 

have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

Outward Journey. 

The outward journey will test the inward decision and commitment to answer the call of God as we serve. 
Interactions with imperfect, ungrateful, and sometimes abrasive human beings can generate disappointment, 
resentment, and confusion about why ministers would continue to subject themselves to such challenging work. It is 
very important that you intensify the spiritual disciplines that you have acquired and cultivated to this point. Your 
outward participation in Bible Study, Prayer Meeting, Church School, and other disciplines serves as an emphatic 
affirmation of your inward journey. It also keeps you in touch with the One who provides the joy, peace, and strength 
for ministry.  

Bethany will provide opportunities for you to work out your call to ministry in a visible and outward manner. Several 
ministries are in place today that will trust you with increasing responsibilities that contribute to the advancement of 
God’s kingdom. Each ministry has a corporate call to set the captives free from the bondage of sinful living, and is 
aligned with at least one of the major purposes of the church. The website, located at www.bethany-ame.org, has a 
list of ministries. We are also open to the ministries that you bring. Talk to the Pastor or ministry head to discern if 
this is the place and the season that God will utilize your gifts. 

The implementation of ministry can leave some feeling inadequate, but it has been said, “God doesn’t necessarily call 
the qualified, but qualifies those He calls.” God’s call is irrevocable as documented by Romans 11:29, for God’s gifts 
and his call are irrevocable. 

Identification of Spiritual Gifts. 

Spiritual gifts represent supernatural authority and abilities given to saints by God as a result of the victories won by 
Jesus Christ. Spiritual Gifts are provided by God to assist you to in the work of ministry. The mere presence of 
spiritual gifts, however, does not guarantee fruitfulness and faithfulness any more than knowing the alphabet makes 
you a great writer. You must continually nurture your gifts by using them in accordance with the Word and will of 
God (with humility, and being led by the Spirit). You will find opportunity as you attend Bible Study, worship 
services, and assist with other ministries. The Bible teaches that a person’s gift will make room (opportunity) for 
them (Proverbs 18:16). There is a difference between natural talents and spiritual gifts. Please note the differences in 
Table 1.0 below. 
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Table 1.0 

TALENTS  GIFTS  

Talents are natural Gifts are supernatural 

Talents are inherited from one's parents, 
ultimately from Adam 

Gifts are received from God 

Talents are received at birth; they are natural 
endowments. 

Gifts are received at the time of the new birth 

Talents are possessed both by saved people 
and by unsaved people. There are many 
unsaved people who are very talented 
(musical ability, artistic ability, athletic ability, 
mathematical ability, etc.). 

Gifts are possessed only by saved people, 
those who are members of the church which 
is His Body. An unsaved person might mimic 
a spiritual gift, but it is counterfeit and limited 
to self-activity (e.g.-a false prophet, a false 
teacher, etc.). 

A man may be very talented as a TEACHER 
in the public school system or at a prestigious 
university. He may be recognized as an 
outstanding teacher by all of his co-workers. 
He may be very talented when it comes to 
communication skills and oratory. He may 
even win the "Teacher of the Year" Award.  

This same man, upon believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, may not receive the gift of 
teaching. Spiritual gifts are determined by God 
not by any natural talents which a man may 
possess. If this same man should receive the 
gift of teaching it is above and beyond and 
distinct from any natural teaching talent which 
he had. It is something that he did not have 
prior to the new birth. 

For full effectiveness talents need to be 
developed. A person who is naturally skilled 
musically must still learn to play an instrument, 
often demanding years of practice. Most 
professional athletes not only have natural 
talent but they have developed this talent 
through years of practice and hard work. 

Gifts need to be exercised and this can only 
happen as the believer stays spiritually 
healthy and grows "in the grace and 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 
3:18). The proper exercise of spiritual gifts 
requires spiritual growth and maturity 
(Ephesians 4:13-16). 

Talents possessed by believers ought to be 
surrendered and consecrated to the Lord and 
used for His honor and glory. Example: A 
skilled organist playing for a worship service 
"as unto the Lord." 

Gifts are given by God for the outworking of 
God's LIFE as expressed by the Body of 
Christ. When the Body is healthy the LIFE of 
God is manifested and God is glorified 
(compare 1 Corinthians 14:24-25). 

 (Table 1.0 from http://www.middletownBiblechurch.org/lochurch/talents.htm, retrieved by Joseph Deck 2 
January 2011) 
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Gift assessments are available by taking the Spiritual Gifts Class offered at the Bethany Basic Training Institute. The 
Spiritual Gift Assessment will be a useful tool in guiding you to a ministry in the church. Join the ministry only after 
prayer and the sense of call to do the work. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

• Request the Spiritual Gift Class offered at Bethany 

• Sign the Class Attendance Sheet for each session or class. 

• Learn the eighth fruit of the Spirit, self-control. 

 

Self-Control: Behaving Well. 

Definition: Self-control is to restrain one's emotions, actions, and desires, and to be in harmony with the will of 
God. Self-control is doing God's will, not living for one's self. 

Exemplified in Jesus as follows: 

Luke 22:41, 42 – On the night Jesus was betrayed, He knelt down and prayed, "Father, if you are willing, take this 
cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." () 

1 Peter 2:23 – When they [his accusers] hurled their insults at Him [Jesus], He did not retaliate; when He [Jesus] 
suffered, He made no threats. Instead He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly. 

Other Scripture References: 

Proverbs 25:28 – Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks self-control. 

Proverbs 29:11 – A fool gives full vent to his anger, but a wise man keeps himself under control. 

Titus 2:11, 12 – For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age. 

1 Peter 4:7 – The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 

The Greek word for self-control is: εγκρατεια: egkrateia (pronounced eg-krah-teh-ee-ah) 

 

Take the Membership Session Nine Quiz.    
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Membership Session Nine QuizMembership Session Nine QuizMembership Session Nine QuizMembership Session Nine Quiz     

 

This quiz evaluates students’ understanding of “The Call of God”. Students are 
given 5 minutes to complete this quiz. 

Please answer the questions and complete the sentences below based on your reading for 
this session: 

1. Why is your motive for ministry important? __ 
a. God will resist the proud 
b. God will test our faithfulness 
c. We don’t want to end up in the wrong place 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

2. How does the inward call begin? __ 
a. With dreams and déjà vu 
b. With someone calling you 
c. With a strong desire to do right 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

3. The outward journey will test us as we __. 
a. Fast 
b. Pray 
c. Serve 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

4. The outward call seeks to trust you with __. 
a. Keys to the church 
b. More money 
c. Increasing responsibilities 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

5. What will make room for you in ministry? __ 
a. Your natural talent 
b. Your money 
c. Your spiritual gift 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above 

     


